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Background:

The author whe is The Founder of QMed Knowledge Foundation, gained some
insights owver sevaral years of intaracting with Medical Postgraduate (PG) Faculty,
and students, about their discomfort in the domaing of iterature searching and
rmanaging references, This was lurther strengthened from feedback salicited in
OMed's workshops, where the most common npul was
I wish | had leamed thiz when [ did my PG thesis.”

Problem Statement:

I & developing country like India Medical Postgraduate (PG) Students are
required to write & research protocol, conduct and submit a thesis towards a PG
degres. However, very few of them are exposed to systematic leaming of lerature

ing and | lechnigues,

Objectives:
Toe assess ifa standardized training modula in iterature searching and reference
managerneni, suppiemented by individualized guidance can help PG students in
gaining these skils to write a better thesas.

Methodology:
This is a fraining inlervention study called “The 100 PGs Project” conductied by
QMed Knowladge Foundation, Mumbai, India.

The larget sampie size is 100 PG students, This is an interim analysis of 31 PG
studenls who have been Irained across five workshops, They were recruiled by
inviting applicatons through personal contacts, social media and by contacting
the heads of medical instibdticns with residency programs, Every participant
woukd go through @ one day hands on workshop on “PubMed” for Lilerature

ing and “Mendeley” for Management. A semi-siructured, pre-
post questionnaire was wsed for the raning intervention assessment.

Each parficipant would have further access to addiional help from the trained
program instructors for hisfner thesis topic, eiher personally, over the phone,
email or shorl Skype sessions,

Funds for Ihis project were first raisad through crowd sourcing in Oclobar 2016,
The 100 PGs Project started in Jan 2017 and is likely to be completed in 2018, Al
the end, parlicipating PG students and ther PG guides will be invited 1o fill a shert
survay indicating their satisfaction wilh the resident's lMerature searching and
refarancing skil devalopment.
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Unique Funding Model: W;,fﬂm_’.mﬁ:ﬂimmw;“
India has a vnique festival - "Daan Utsar” —
meaning “Fostival for Donating”, Ths is
observed betwesn Ocl 2 and Ocl B every
wear. It s for encouraging giving, and chariies
use thig week for active fundrasing.
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“GlobalGiing” - & US based platform
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Results: Baseline Assessment

In this ongaing project, we have so far trained 31 PG students through fie
workshops held belween January and March 2017, The inlesm resulls are
presantad hars.
Around 10% of participants had never heard of Publbled or Mendeley and another
40% had never heard of terms Bke Boolean operators, MeSH terms, tags or filkers.
When given simple exercise topics for lilerature searching, mone than 70%
parlicipants ended up wriing the phrase as i iz, a& their search terms, without
using the technical search options In PubMed [Fig1],
Samilarly, only arcund 12% participants reported wsing some reference

saftware far g literature, 50 % of them said that they would
manually copy paste aricle metadata for the purpose of compilation. The rest had
never ried compding resulls,
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Humber of Participants

Results: Pest Tralning Aszsessment
Participants were given (hree sxercise questions as follows:
#1: Search articles for Witamin O deficiency n the aged (scored outof 15)
#2: Search aticles writen by Dr. Barry Marshal (scored cut of 5)
#3: Search arliches published in the journal "CHEST” (scored out of 5)

The bazeling combined score was very low )
al 1.8:424. This however increased by more
than 10 times {0 a8 combined score of
131£80 thus showing considerable
improvernent  |Fig 2],
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managemsant also increased by more  than
10 Gires, with  more Than 50% participanls
comectly  idenfifying  various  Mendelay
faaturas.

Discusslon:

This study indicates that a slandardized fraining intervention module has the
potential io improve litersture ing and skills, theraby
nelping pestgraduate stedents In Improving the quality of thelr theses work and
research oulpul. The pest lraining supporl can reinforce their leaming, thus
providing sirengthened skills that would help them long term.

There are many challenges the program encounters; difficulty for PGs in getting a
day off for a warkshop, non-avallaiiity of faciites ( intemet supper during
wiskends, and mone,

Conclusion:
There is an urgent nesd fo train medical postgraduate students in liersiure
s2arching and reference management. A focused  standardized  training
methodelogy can help in Dridging Ihis knowledge gap and help to improve the
quality of research output. Very importanily, residents will save precious time, in a
couniry where the doctor-patient ralio is vary poor.
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Ta follow the progress of this workshop - do check out
www.gqmed.ngo/100pgs




