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BACKGROUND

Observation of a medical librarian

• Information literacy / search skills / referencing 

training 

– Absent in the medical curriculum

– Minimal in the working environment



BACKGROUND

• Problem

– “They don’t know what they don’t know”

– Those who should mandate also did not know



OUR FOUNDATION

QMed Knowledge Foundation: 2007-

In the last 5+ years:

• Delivered more than 100 lectures (1 hour) in 

Research Methodology workshops

• We conducted more than 100 workshops 

(half / full day) across the country



TRAINING PROGRAMS

• Programs

– PubMed

– Cochrane Library

– Other resources

– Reference Management Tool (Mendeley)

• Coverage

– Background information about sources

– Search tools and features

– Saving & Importing references / citing in manuscript



ACHIEVEMENT THIS YEAR

• “Maharashtra University of Health Sciences”

– Included the name (of VS) in the “list of approved faculty 

for Research Methodology workshops”



SPREADING OUR WORK

• MUHS list

• Referrals

• Word of mouth

• Our promotional initiatives

• Social media – mainly Facebook!



E-LEARNING INITIATIVES

• Repeated requests for E-Learning

– Mainly from students

– Fair number from younger faculty

• Moodle workshop – to learn ourselves

• Created a sample

• Planned lots of content



CONTENT PLAN

Introduction to Information Resources

• Types of information needs / resources to use

– Background / Factual Resources

– Research Resources

– Analysis / synthesis of research

• Awareness of other classification of information 

resources



SAMPLE



SAMPLE



CONTENT PLAN: MORE COURSES

Searching & Referencing

• PubMed – Basics

• PubMed – Advanced

• Cochrane Library

• Mendeley



INTERESTING ACTIVITY

• Involved a just qualified medical graduate – to create 

examples for PubMed

– MeSH terms – with variables (real term / synonym with 

entry term / no mesh term…)

– Single citation matcher

– Search examples



LIFE HAS OTHER PLANS!

• Funding – a perpetual problem!

• Flooded with lectures / workshops

• Realized – need to revamp our website

• E-Learning initiatives did not “take off yet”



QMED OFFICE



QMED OFFICE



REVAMPING WEBSITE

Decision – try out new web-designer 



DIRECTORY – INDIAN MEDICAL 

SITES



NEW QMED WEBSITE



NEW – QMED BLOG



WHERE WE ARE NOW

• Ideas / content plan – pretty much ready

• Key Question

– Moodle?

– Word Press? 



BY MLA 2014

Dreams!!!

• E-Learning programs have been used by

– India and …

– All developing nations?

• Presentation title

– “One year of E-Learning programs from India –

experiments / success stories” 
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