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TS a common Catel-22 situa-

tion for doctors: When they see

patients, especially those with

less common disorders, there is
the itch to trawl the Internet for more
information, for trearment patterns
and case studies, But while there is
never enough time, there is also the
worrying question of what from the
World Wide Web is absolutely reli-
able.

That's where Vasumati Sriganesh
{50y and her team of Hbrarians stepin.
They are ‘clinical librariany’ at non-
profit organization Omed Knowledgs
Foundation and are playing an in-
creastngly key role us support sysfems
for doctors in both private and public
hospitals,

“Therole of the clinical librarian in-
chedes catering to the immediate
needs of clinicians for patient care,
providing literature searches and arti-
cles to support the evidence, support-
ing the development of new guidelines
and proactively creating resources for
evidence-based care.” Sriganesh says
Cned Kaowledge Foundation, i
tially a private tmited company, trans-
formed itself into a non-profit organi-
sation aiming to reach out to a large
number of doctors..

Even though doclors use the Inter-
et for case references, many admit
that they are snaware of which arc the
miost trusted online sources, "Search-
ing the ‘T of the ‘1T is what we work
around; and the technigues of search-
ing articles in a short time spanwhile
ensuring the authenticity of the article
are our main eriteria,” adds the CEO
of the foundation, who earlies worked
with the library of the P D Hinduja
Hospital,

“We make searching much easier
and help doctors identify whether
other doctors who have published
their articles in the journals are gen-
uine or not, using simple tricks and
without costesting the medical con-
tent. Alsc w a tirme, we help doc-
tors communicate with their counter-
parts from developed countries for
case handling,” Sriganesh says,

Alsir, with medical information web-
sites cropping up a dime a dozen, evi-
denve-based searches, espectally for
postgraduate students working on
their theses, is another key sreaof
ntiwho want to getinfor-

mation use the ot raet, Tt whatover

topie.”
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